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! RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED TO 


“The Ghitor,” 
WITH THE HOPE THAT THE PULPIT AND PRESS 
MAY SO CO-OPERATE THAT 


PEACE AND HAPPINESS, TRUTH AND J USTICE, 


RELIGION AND PIETY 
MAY BE ESTABLISHED AMONG US FOR 


ALL GENERATIONS. 


DISCOURSE. 


‘“ Therefore, O King, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy 
sins by righteousness and thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; if 
it may be a lengthening of thy tranquility.”—Dantex iv. 27. 


At the call of our Governor we assemble this morning 
to return our thanks to Almighty God for the past, and 
to ask His blessing on the future. But ours is no solitary 
assemblage ; responsive to a similar call, tens of thousands 
are coming from hills and valleys, from the houses of the 
crowded city and from the rural village, from the snow clad- 
fields of the north, and from the savannas of the south. 
We catch the inspiration of the scene, our prayers become 
fervent, our praises more hearty, and we ask why should 
such a day be confined to twenty-seven States? Why should 
it not be universal? Why not the same day in Canada, in 
England, in her colonies? All have the same cause for grati- 
tude; might not all have the same thanksgiving day? The 
mention of our various States suggests owr condition as a na- 
tion. We have indeed the greatest cause for gratitude—no 
war, pestilence or famine—our abundant harvests have been 
gathered and our people, like the tribes of Israel, are assem- 
bling to observe this national feast. But it is not the past 
that arrests our attention ; the future claims our regard. 
The clouds seem to gather around our political horizon, and 
the most unpracticed ear can detect the signs of a coming 
storm, a storm which will test the fastenings of our Union. 
And where shall we look for aid? To the approaching Con- 
gress? Alas, that may increase or precipitate the crisis. 
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There is but one hand—It is the same that has led us 
through the struggles of the Revolution—an Almighty hand, 
always ready to help those who truly seek its aid. This day 
we meet to thank God for the past, and especially to invoke 
his protection for the future, and in view of his repeated 
promises, T regard this day as the harbinger of hope—the 
silver lining on the dark cloud. Nations, like individuals, 
have their trials; and our national trials may be intended 
to draw us more closely to Him whom we are so prone to for- 
get in the sunshine of prosperity. 

National safety depends on national gratitude. Is this 
proposition, like a principle of science, intelligible only to 
afew? No. Profane and Sacred history corroborates its 
truth ; and from the ruins of Tyre, Babylon, Ninevah, Jeru- 
salem rises the instructive warning that, unless the ‘“ Lord 
keep the city the watchman waketh but in vain.’’ Belshaz- 
zar with his court profanes the vessels of God’s house, and. 
there starts from the wall the handwriting of wo. Eu- 
phrates, the boasted defence of Babylon, becomes Babylon’s 
ruin, Titus, gazing at the demolished walls of Jerusalem 
declared he never could have taken such a city had not God 
been on his side. Not more surely does the barometer indi- 
cate the calm or storm than does the rise or fall of grati- 
tude portend national prosperity or calamity. What says the 
Jewish History ? When they forgot God—when they boast- 
ed that their hand had gotten them this wealth—then came 
sure destruction ; their hosts melted before the -Philistine, 
the Amorite, the Chaldean, the Syrian, and when they turned 
to their offended Maker, the armies of Pharoah and Sen- 
nacherib were scattered like chaff before the whirlwind. 
Show me where they were successful, and I will show you 
were they were grateful. And were they defeated at Kadesh ? 
They were ungrateful at Kadesh. Their enemy was not the 
Assyrian or Roman, but their own ingratitude. 

To counteract this prevalent sin, God ordained three feasts 
at Jerusalem. Thither every Jew must come with his male 
children over thirteen. There they must approach God’s 


5 


altar to present the thanksgiving for those harvests which 
they had lately gathered in, and lest they should say that 
they could not leave their houses, farms and little ones thus 
unprotected for weeks, God assured them that while they 
came to thank Him, He would watch their homes; and so it 
was, no robber entered their dwellings, no fire consumed 
their labors, no blight destroyed their harvests. They sought 
God’s favor first, and He took care of them. And what 
caused their decay? Jeroboam, with ten tribes, separated 
from the rest, and knowing that there was the closest con- 
nection between the national feasts and the national union, 
he forbade his people going to Jerusalem, and set up a rival 
altar.in Samaria. 

From that time, Israel’s history is short, her downfall 
most rapid. No good king ever sat upon her throne, and in 
a few years the Assyrian swept the people away. Judea was 
governed by some good kings, and her two tribes did par- 
tially remember God in their national feasts; hence their 
existence was prolonged many years; but disregarding the 
warning of God’s prophets, trusting in the arm of Egypt, 
instead of that Almighty hand which had led them through 
every difficulty, they too were carried captives to Babylon. 
Such is the testimony of Sacred Writ, and is not Profane 
history equally explicit? Point out any great national 
wrong, and as certainly as effect follows cause, so will punish- 
ment reach that nation. Louis XIV, surnamed the Great, 
by his revocation of the edict of Nantes in 1685, caused the 
Protestants to seek refuge in other kingdoms, and although 
under Condiand Turenne, France seemed to have attained the 
highest pitch of military glory, yet the latter part of this 
king’s life was as miserable as its beginning was splendid. 
He was buried with great ‘magnificence, but wherever the 
procession passed, the people hissed, and invoked curses on 
the royal corpse. He was succeeded by his great-grandson, 
Louis XV, who for fifty-nine years thought of nothing but 
selfish pleasure. The reign of this odious monarch prepared 
the French to hate the very name of monarchy. He was 
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succeeded by Louis XVI, during whose reign was the French 
Revolution, with all its bloodshed and horrors. Louis XIV 
laid the foundation of the great empire in fraud and oppres- 
sion ; Louis XV continued the building in profligacy ; and 
under Louis XVI the social edifice fell, and great was its fall. 
Napoleon rose upon the ruins, and at one time extended his 
empire over most of Europe; but you know his invasion of 
unoffending people, and you know his rapid fall from Auster- 
litz to St. Helena. At one time Spain was the leading power 
in Europe. The discovery of a new world poured countless 
riches into her treasury, and extended her dominion over 
much of this western continent. But with her success she 
forgot humanity, and by the expulsion of the Moors she in- 
flicted on herself a loss from which she never has recovered, and 
by her treatment of the Mexican and other American abori- 
gines she has entailed on their descendants civil war with its 
attendant anarchy. In his history of Europe, Alison well 
observes; ‘A right consideration of history uniformly de- 
monstrates that, although inconsiderable deviations from 
rectitude may be overlooked as unavoidable to humanity, yet 
outrageous sin and irreparable evil never fail to bring on their 
authors condign punishment, even in this world. Individu- 
als have souls to receive retribution in a future state of ex- 
istence, but nations have no immortality, and that just retri- 
bution which, in the former case, is often postponed in ap- 
pearance at least to another world, in the latter is brought 
down with unerring certainty to the third and fourth gene- 
ration.”’ { Our security then as a nation does not depend on 
four fleets and armies, nor on our wide-spread territory or 
our increasing prosperity. It is righteousness that exalts a 
nation: It is character that determines a people’s. destiny. 
And what influences are those most efficient in forming that 
character? I might mention the influence of our various 
churches. I might speak of that early religious training 
which seeks to purify the fountain instead of turning the 
stream ; but I shall reserve the remainder of my remarks to 
a subject which is rarely alluded to in the pulpit but which 
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_ is exercising a most important influence upon every State, 
city, village, county and family of our Union. I refer to 
the Press, the newspaper, which from the smallest beginning 
—a luxury to the favored few—has become indispensable to 
millions, and whose power in forming public sentiment is 
immeasurable. In 1700, one paper with a circulation of three 
hundred sufficed for America, and it was then thought that 
‘‘the time might come when the country would support one 
religious paper.’”’ Now, in Maryland and the District of Co- 
lumbia there were, by the census of 1850, eighty-six of various 
kinds, and in the United States two thousand four hundred 
and eighty-nine. To illustrate remotely the influence of this 
power, suppose a person of intelligence coming to your 
family every morning except Sunday. He informs you of 
all that has occurred in your city, in your country, in Europe 
or distant Asia. He gathers the details of each interesting 
event ; he attends each important meeting and tells you what 
was said and done. In rain and tempest, in summer and 
winter does this person pay your family his daily visit, and 
not only brings you information but gives you his opinion 
on each question that arises. In time he becomes one of 
you, he is identified with your family ; and the character 
of yourself and those around have been moulded by this 
constant contact. But the newspaper does more. It brings 
you one hundred different articles, besides advertisements. 
It can be read at leisure. Its information reaches children 
and is heard by servants. It forms the subject of con+ 
versation, and for upwards of three hundred days it plies 
its ceaseless visits to your home, instructive, entertaining 
and interesting to all. Have I over-estimated the force 
of this mighty engine? The French Encyclopcedists help- 
ed to produce French Revolution by means of pondrous 
books reaching the learned few. What increased influence 
must the modern press exert, scattering its myriad thoughts 
daily among the millions! How noble the ministry of 
the Editor. How vast his capacity for good or evil.— 
He may enter the family daily, and diffuse cheerfulness by 
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his diversified thoughts. He may dry the tear of sorrow, 
animate the weary pilgrim to renewed exertions, arrest the 
young man in his downward career, and shield the humble 
and defenceless against the invasion of power. 


~~ We have prayed for the President of the United States, 


and for all in authority. We soon shall pray for the Senate 
and Representatives in Congress assembled: and shall we 
forget those who make our President and determine our Rep- 
resentatives? Before we again assemble on another Thanks- 
giving day we shall have passed through a political conflict . 
which now promises to be of much bitterness. But we trust 
that the influence of this sacred day will moderate extreme 
views ; and should we be spared to meet again, may we then 
look back on the past with increased gratitude, and antici- 
pate the future of our Republic with renewed confidence in 
the protection of the Almighty. 


